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The Study on Parent Participation in |EP Conference
for Students With Mental Retardation in Junior High
Schools

Hui-Fen Lin Hsiao-Chuan Liu
in Central Taiwan Area

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate parent participation in the IEP conference
for their child with mental retardation in junior high schools in central Taiwan area. Data
were collected through interviewing twenty-six parents having child with metal retardation.

The results indicate that the majority parents having child with retardation have limited
knowledge about the IEP and |EP conference. They consider themselves as information pro-
vider not 1EP designer. Some parents don't think the IEP conference would help for their
child and nor express any opinion or suggestion in IEP meeting due to caring about teacher’s
thinking.

Parent suggest that the effects of IEP conference be improved through strengthening
mutual communication between parents and teachers providing detailed information about
| EP to parents before meeting  establishing good parent and teacher relationship and helping
parents to improve their attendance of 1EP meeting.

Recommendations and future research for improving parental participation in |EP con-
ference are also provided.

Keywords:. Individualized Education Program, IEP, |EP conference, parents participation.
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