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The purpose of this study is to develop the Functional Language
Diagnostic Test (FLDT) in order to better understand the
functional language ability of students with mental
retardation in junior and senior high school levels. The FLDT
1s a battery of four subtests which measures functional
language skills 1including listening comprehension, oral
expression, reading compression and writing. Based on the
difficult level of test items, the FLDT has Basic and Advanced
versions separately. The content validity of FLDT 1is
established by inviting eight experts to evaluate the test
contents 1in accordance with functional language domains. The
construct validity of the FLDT i1s investigated by factor
analysis and by comparing the differences in term of gender,
grade and severity of retardation. The results of factor
analysis indicates that the Basic and Advanced versions has
accounted for 43.79% and 45.19% variations, separately. The
FLDT also has adequate reliability, in which the internal
reliability of Basic version i1s .73 and .81; for Advanced
version 1s .93 and . 94. The inter-rater reliability for writing
subtest 1s 1.00.The results of ANOVA indicate that students
with mild mental retardation have higher scores in FLDT
subtests and composites than the students with moderate
retardation. Students in senior high school level have higher
scores than those in junior high school
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