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Both oral and written expressions are the
most basic language skills. As a child gets
older, hig’her abilities in language expression
become more mature. The development of
ora language is earlier than that of written
language. At the earlier years, a child
performs better in speaking than writing..
When he/she gets to late elementary school
years, writing gradually outperforms speaking.



Students with learning disabilities are a group
of individuas with severe difficulties in
learning basic skills such as listening,
speaking, reading, writing, and math.
Previous research indicated that the rates of
growth of oral or written language of LD kids
were slower than those of the other students.
In the current research, language expression
performance of LD students was compared
with that of regular language ability students.
The aims of this study were as following:
Firstly, to collect the descriptive data of
oral/written development of regular as well as
LD students. Second, to compare across
students types to realize the sameness and

differences of language  expression
development of these students. Third, to

exam whether interaction of speaking and
writing did exist. And finally, when was the
interaction of speaking and writing happening,
if it did exist.

The subjects of the study were grade 3 to
grade 6 LD students from Taichung city,
Taichung county, Nantao, and Chenghwa.
There were 15 LD students in every grade,
and totally 60 LD subjects. Each LD subject
was matched with one regular language
ability student on the condition of the same
sex, class, and age. There were 15 regular
studentsin each grade and totally 60 in all.

The assessment instruments included:
narrative paragraph writing stimuli, sentence
construction test, the Language Expression
Rating Scale, the Writing Strategies Scale,
and the Writing Self Awareness Scale.

The results of language expression
quality ratings showed that the higher grade
levels and the better oral/written expression
performance, this was true for both regular
and LD students. No matter subjective or
objective assessment, regular student subjects
outperformed LD. As to oral expression,
regular students performed better than LD
kids in subjective assessment, but the
differences between the two types of students
were smaller in ora than in writing.
Strategies related abilities did not show
patterns relating to age. Regular students
tended to perform better than LD kids in part
of the strategies related ratings.

Keywords.  learning disabilities, oral

expression, written expression

90

Andolina, 1980; Nercomer, Barenbaum &
Nodine, 1988

Newcomer
(1988)
78
80
Levi Musatti
Piredda  Sechi (1984) 90
Levi



(Andolina, 1980; Scott & Windsor, 2000)

90

(Newcomer, et. a., 1988 Scott & Windsor,
2000)

Newcomer

Mercer, 2000)

(1988)

(Montague & Graves, 1993)

89

83

86

89

(Mercer

88 89,

Hallahan, Kauffman, Lloyd, 1999; Morris
Crump, 1982)

86 Barenbaum,
Newcomer Nodine (1987)
83

Anderson, 1982; Barenbaum,
et. a., 1987, Montague, 1988; Morris &
Grump, 1982; Newcomer, et. a., 1988;
Nodine, et. a., 1985; Poplin, Gray, Larsen,
Banikowski & Mehring, 1980; Poteet, 1978;
Vallecorsa & Garriss, 1990

Barenbaum, €t. al., 1987; Newcomer, €t. d,
1988

Englert, et. al.,
1987; Houck & Billingsley, 1989; Thomas,
Englert & Gregg, 1987

Englert, Raphael,
Fear, & Anderson, 1988; Wong, Wong &
Blenkinsop, 1989

86
89 86
82 88 86
87 88

86



86

86

86

86

86 87

87

86

85
82

80

83

86
88 89

89

15

84

15

84

86

86

60

88



60

D)
88 89

(2)

Lynch
Analytic Scale (Monson, Taylor, Dykstra,
1988)

40
91

3)
88

(4)
88 Gordon
(1990)

(5)

SPSS 10.0
t
o .05
1
1.
2.
788 | 545 | 832 | 7.00 |28.62
(1.46) |(1.89) |(1.60) | (1.74) | (7.01)
8.78 7.01 9.97 7.60 | 33.38
(1.65) | (1.55 |(1.17) |(1.85) | (5.89)
8.23 7.65 9.38 761 | 32.86
(1.88) |(1.76) |(1.65) | (1.54) | (6.76)
8.70 7.36 9.15 8.17 | 33.38
(1.21) | (1.15) | (0.89) |(1.34) |(3.66)
3.66 2.67 3.99 253 |12.88
(2.85) | (2.01) | (2.15) |(1.63) |(7.78)
4.01 2.99 4.22 3.02 |14.24
(1.86) |(1.65) |(2.08) | (1.54) | (6.21)
3.78 2.56 4.77 246 | 14.22




(1.73) | (1.32) [(1.84) |(1.67) | (6.33)
489 | 365 | 523 | 343 |17.22 3)
(2.16) | (1.87) |(1.79) | (1.98) |(8.48) 1
2
) ”
1 3. t
(4)
1.
2.
2.
3.
4, t
762 | 553 | 7.82 | 7.07 |28.04
(1.63) | (1.57) |(1.81) | (1.86) | (6.45)
842 | 724 | 953 | 791 |3311
(1.42) | (1.68) |(1.01) |(1.69) | (5.30)
798 | 700 | 924 | 793 | 3216
(1.95) |(1.90) |(1.37) | (1.73) | (6.56)
878 | 742 | 918 | 828 |3367
(0.80) | (0.94) |(0.67) |(1.25) | (3.04)
6.20 | 227 | 1327 | 447 | 07 | 00
(1.61) | (1.91) | (6.98) | (4.14) | (.26) | (.00)
773 | 252 [1460| 520 | .13 | .00
(2.49) | (L55) | (6.48) | (4.41) | (.35) | (.47)
349 | 222 | 327 | 262 | 1160 933 | 447 |2573| 953 | 07 | .07
(2.39) |(1.75) |(2.30) |(1.80) | (7.90) (3.64) | (2.17) |(14.49)| (6.29) | (.26) | (.26)
322 | 229 | 313 | 311 |11.76 10.13 | 5.87 [ 3020 | 1533 | 20 | .07
(1.93) | (1.30) | (166) | (1.75) | (6.36) (2.07) | (3.38) |(12.24)|(1041)| (41) | (.26)
39 | 196 | 449 | 258 |12.98
(1.94) |(0.95) |(1.86) | (1.73) |(5.99)
480 | 322 | 480 | 356 |16.38 (5)
(2.52) | (L50) |(2.39) |(1.66) | (7.57)




2.
0.47
1
2.

86.47 | 47.67 | 85.67 | 46.67 | 95.87 | 50.20
(62.36) |(26.22)|(76.10)|(30.32)|(110.60)| (38.65)
38.13 | 24.47 | 50.53 | 33.07 | 46.40 | 28.00
(32.90) |(19.45)|(36.68)|(20.31)| (30.05) |(16.34)
138.60 | 69.13 | 74.27 | 44.33 | 74.13 | 42.40
(101.09)|(37.41)|(43.28)|(23.05)| (31.79) |(19.92)
46,67 | 25.60 | 60.47 | 37.27 | 41.07 | 26.13
(62.20) |(24.76)|(34.44)|(18.12) | (24.33) |(12.26)
98.20 | 59.20 | 88.40 | 56.47 | 80.00 | 49.13
(69.36) |(30.09)|(47.20)|(26.91)| (34.74) |(19.09)
155.60 | 74.27 | 107.33| 52.80 | 108.93 | 46.13
(120.35)|(33.67)|(97.30)|(19.33)|(120.50)| (18.63)

95.20 | 51.47 | 81.73 | 47.20 | 83.13 | 49.00 74.87 | 4653 | 71.53 | 45.40 | 87.20 | 51.20

(59.48) | (18.49) | (43.86)| (16.22) | (36.89) | (18.55) (62.16) |(24.73)|(42.67)|(20.33)| (63.37) |(27.63)

51.73 | 29.80 | 45.67 | 28.27 | 50.73 | 26.80 71.27 | 40.33 | 58.20 | 39.40 | 63.00 | 39.67

(39.54) | (21.59) | (36.51) | (18.40) | (46.27)| (12.95) (62.16) |(23.92)|(34.64)|(18.27)| (30.05) |(17.49)

128.20| 65.73 | 90.87 | 54.27 | 103.07| 53.80

(62.73)|(22.81) | (56.49) | (24.40) | (42.23)| (19.99)

4333 | 2853 | 47.87 | 30.87 | 52.07 | 31.67 @

(25.79) | (11.58) | (27.11) | (13.09) | (20.58) | (8.34)

128.53| 68.47 | 105.47| 63.00 | 112.53| 59.93

(55.63) | (22.94) | (52.78) | (27.20) | (60.21) | (26.88)

79.80 | 40.87 | 61.27 | 32.93 | 60.80 | 34.47

(59.78) | (23.64) | (50.30) | (12.65) | (36.04) | (14.35)

122.40| 76.00 | 136.07| 79.67 | 155.27| 83.67

(57.33)|(29.94) | (57.35) | (25.81) | (82.10) | (39.40)

88.73 | 46.00 | 65.13 | 37.47 | 54.27 | 30.00

(66.02) | (28.04) | (58.00) | (29.82) | (52.56) | (26.44)

t
(6)

(8)




C)
/
21 20
/
19.07 | 1220 | 1667 | 21.93 | 69.87
(3.08) | (2.43) | (3.09) | (4.91) | (8.96)
1647 | 1147 | 1507 | 18.60 | 6160
(3.81) | (2.64) | (3.28) | (3.22) | (6.48)
2207 | 1273 | 17.07 | 2240 | 74.27
(4.11) | (2.66) | (4.06) | (4.36) | (10.48)
16.87 | 12.73 | 1153 | 1593 | 57.07
(4.29) | (479) | (4.66) | (5.35) | (12.92)
1933 | 1347 | 16.73 | 21.13 | 70.67
(3.94) | (3.40) | (4.93) | (5.83) | (15.25)
17.80 | 1320 | 1547 | 20.73 | 67.20
(6.06) | (2.76) | (4.64) | (345) | (12.27)
21.00 | 13.27 | 17.07 | 19.07 | 70.40
(5.25) | (2.69) | (4.01) | (5.99) | (14.75)
17.67 | 1247 | 1713 | 1827 | 6553
(413) | (372) | (7.68) | (5.01) | (12.98)
/
2233 | 367 | 2393 | 2847 | 78.64
(3.20) | (1.23) | (4.23) | (350) | (10.43)
2127 | 213 | 2260 | 2527 | 71.27
(3.35) | (1.46) | (5.23) | (3.90) | (9.38)

2380 | 333 | 2529 | 2953 | 81.64
(3.36) | (L11) | (255) | (4.27) | (9.42)
2120 | 220 | 21.29 | 2636 | 71.08
(3.73) | (L.08) | (2.97) | (2.65) | (7.26)
2120 | 273 | 2260 | 29.73 | 76.27
(3.45) | (1.33) | (5.65) | (14.34) | (17.38)
2200 | 3.93 | 2153 | 27.67 | 74.93
(450) | (1.21) | (4.42) | (3.22) | (10.20)
2440 | 293 | 2593 | 2920 | 8247
(2.35) | (1.33) | (349) | (353) | (9.01)
2147 | 293 | 2347 | 2693 | 74.80
(3.80) | (1.10) | (3.66) | (3.81) | (9.97)

(10)

t

1

2.

3.

4,




(  Montague,
1988; Morris & Grump, 1982; Poplin, Gray,
Larsen, Banikowski & Mehring, 1980;
Vallecorsa & Garriss, 1990;

6. 86)
7.
8.

90%
0.
10.

(Andolina, 1980;
Scott & Windsor, 2000)

10



87

15 32
86

10 127 209
75
90

89

86

85

81

86

(87

85

83

11

36

SA.

(
)

22

146 163
84

88

5 1 2

40 1 1

7

72 Li, C. N, Thompson,

88

113-114
83

79

2 1 48

81

82

15
85

4 1 66 81

87

82

78

51 67

NSC82-0301-H017-001

8

12

82
78 86
80

87



88
13 331 366
89

18 151 172
84

70

1982

87

85

89

249 291
89

NSC89-2413-H-018-004
90

15 129 175
78

87

1 33

Andolina, C.(1980). Syntactic maturity and
vocabulary richness of learning disabled
children at four age levels. Journal of
learning Disabilities, 13(7), 27-31.

Barenbaum, E., Newcomer, P, Nodine, B.
(1987).  Children s ability to write
stories as function of variation in task,
age, and deveiopmental level. Learning

12

Disabilities Quarterly, 10, 175-188.

Bourdin B., Fayol M.  Daciaux S. 1996
The comparison of oral written modes on
adults and children's narrative recall.
Theories, Models and Methodology in
Writing Research edit by Gert
Rijlaarsdam, Huub van den Bergh Michel
Couzijn(159  169).  Amsterdam
Amsterdam University.

De La Paz, S. (1999). Composing via
dictation and speech recognition systems:
compensatory technology for students with
learning disabilities. Learning Disability
Quarterly, 22, 173-182.

Gagjar, A.H.(1989). A computer anaysis of
written language variables and a
comparison pf composition written by
university students with and without
learning disabilities. Journal  of
Learning Disabilities, 22(2), 125-130.

Graham, S. (1982). Composition research
and practice: A unified approach. Focus
on Exceptional Children, 14(8), 1-16.

Graham S.(1990). The role of production
factors in learning disabled students
compositions. Journal of Educational
Psychology, 82, 4, 781-791.

Gregg, N. (1995). Written Expression
Disorders. Netherlands:  Kluwer
Academic Publishers.

Gregg, N. Hoy, C. (1989). Coherence:
The comprehension and production
abilities of college writers who are
normally achieving, learning disabled,
and underprepared. Journal of Learning
Disabilites, 22(6), 370-372 390.

Groff, P. (1978). Children s ora language
and their written conposition.  The
Elementary School Journal,78 3,181
190.

Hadley, P A. (1998). Language sampling
protocols for eliciting text-level discourse.
Language , Speech, and Hearing Services
in Schools, 29, 132-147.

Hall, J. K. (1981). Evaluating and Improving
Written Expression: A practical guide for
teachers. Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Hallahan, D. P, Kauffman, J. M., Lloyd, J.
W. (1999). Introduction to Learning
Disabilities. Boston: Allyn Bacon.



Hammill, D. D. Larsen, S. C. (1996).
Test of Witten Language(3® ed.).
Austin, Texas. pro-ed.

Hayes, P. A., Norris, J.  Haitz, J. R. (1998).
A comparison of the ora narrative
abilities of underachieving and high
achieving gifted adolescents.
Language, Speech, and Hearning
Servicesin Schools,29,158  171.

Heaton, J. B. (1990). Classroom Testing.
NY: Longman.

Hooper, SR., Montgomery, J., Swartz, C,,
Reed, M.S,, Sandler, A.D., Levin, M.D.,
Watson, T.E., Wasileski  T.(1994).
In Frames of Reference for the Assessment
of Learning Disabilitiess New views on
measurement issues edited by Lyon, GR.
(375-417). Baltimore: Brooks.

Houck, C. K., Billingsley, B.S. (1989).
Written expression of students with and
without learning disabilities: Differences
across the grades. Journal of Learning

Disabilities, 22(9), 561-580.

Isaacson, S. (1988). Assessing the writing
product: Qualitative and Quantitative
Measures. Exceptional Children, 54(6),
528-534.

Johnson, D.J.(1994).Measurement of listening
and speaking. In Frames of Reference
for the Assessment of Learning
Disabilities: New views on measurement
issues edited by Lyon, GR. (203-229).
Baltimore: Brooks.

José van der Hoeven 1996 Children's
composing A study of the
relationships between planning and
revision skill, writing process, text
quality and linguistic skills. Theories,
Models and Methodology in Writing
Research edit by Gert Rijlaarsdam, Huub
van den Bergh Michel Couzijn(108

120). Amsterdam Amsterdam
University.
Kaderavek J. N. Sulzay E. (2000).

Narrative production by children with
and without specific language
impairment oral narrative and emergent
reading. Journal of Speech Language,
and Hearing Research,43,34  49.

Kress G (1994). Learning to Write. New

13

York Routledge.

Kuder, S. J. (1997). Teaching Sudents with
Language and Communication
Disabilities. Boston: Allyn Bacon.

Lerner, J. W. (2000). Learning Disabilities:
Theories, diagnosis, and teaching
strategies (8" ed.). MA: Houghton
Mifflin Company.

Levi, G, Musatti, L., Piredda, M. L.,
Sechi, E. (1984). Cognitive and
linguistic strategies in children with
reading disabilities in an ora storytelling
test. Journal of Learning Disabilities,
17(7), 406-410.

MacArthur C. A. Graham S. (1987).
Learning disabled students composing

under three  methods of  text
production handwriting,  word
processing, and dictation. The Journal

of Special Education, 21 3,22 42.
Mercer, C. D. (1992). Sudents with
Learning Disabilities (4" ed). NY:
Maxwell Macmillan International.
Mercer, C.D. & Mercer, A.R.
Teaching Sudents with
Problems(4™ ed.). NY: Merrill.
Montgomery, J. K. (1998). Assessing talking
and writing: Linguistic competence for
students at risk. Reading & Witing
Quarterly, 14(3), 243-262.
Monson, D. L., Taylor, B. M., Dykstra, R.
(1988). Language Arts. Teaching and
learning effective use of language.

(1993).
Learning

[llinois; SCOTT, FORESMAN and
COMPANY.
Morris N. T. Crump W. D. (1982).

Syntactic and vocabulary development in
the written language of learning disabled
and non learning disabled students at
four age levels. Learning Disability
Quarterly, 5,163 172.

Nodine B. F, Barenbaum E.  Newcomer P.
(1985). Story composition by learning
disabled, reading disabled, and normal
children. Learning Disability Quarterly,
8,167 179.

Newcomer, P. L., Barenbaum, E. M.,
Nodine, B. F. (1988). Comparison of
the story production of LD, Normal
Achieving, and Low-achieving children



under two modes of production.
Learning Disability Quarterly, 11, 82-96.

Nowacek E. J.(1993). Spoken Language.
In Srategies for Teaching Learners with
Soecial Needs edit by Polloway, E. A.
Patton, JR. N.J.: Prentice Hall.

Owens, R. E. (1996). Language
Development: An introduction (4" ed.).
MA: Allyn Bacon.

Polloway, E. A. Patton, JR (1993).
Written Language, Srategies for
Teaching Learners with Special Needs.
N.J.: Prentice Hall.

Savia, J. Ysseldyke, J. E. (2001).
Assessment(8" ed).  Boston, MA:
Houghton Mifflin Company.

Scott C. M., Windsor, J. (2000). General
language performance measures in
spoken and written naarrative and
expository discourse of school —age
children  with  language learning

disabilities. Journal of speech,
language, and hearing research, 43, 324
339.

Smith, C.R.(1998). Learning Disabilities:
the interaction of learner, task, and
setting.  Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Taylor, R. L. (2000). Assessment  of
Exceptional Sudents. Boston: Allyn
Bacon.

Watkins, R. V., Kelly, D. J., Harbers, H. M.,

Hollis, W. (1995). Measuring
children s lexicad and diversity:
differentiating typical and impaired
language learners. Journal of Speech
and Hearing Research, 38, 1349-1355.

Weiner, E.S.( 1980). Diagnostic evaluation
of writing skills. Journal of Learning
Disabilities, 13(1), 48-53.

Wiig, E. H., Semel, E. M.(1980).
Language Assessment Intervention
for the Learning Disabled. Columbus:
Charles E. Merrill Publishing Company.

Wright, A. (1989). Pictures for Language
Learning. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

14



