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Should Pragmatism (‘§ 4 ) Refer to Rationalism (Iﬁ'L%‘i’ )?--Review of the
Introduction to the Culture of Chinese Pragmatism (¥ B§ & < i ¥ #) by Ge
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Abstract

After Song-Ming period, Ching's academic thoughts had been nega-tively slighted
by the academic community until the rise of "Ming-Ching Pragmatism" ( P? i
& ). Among the Confucian schools, other than the "Song-Ming Rationalism" ( *
M F & ), the "Ming-Ching prag-matism" is thought to be the most influential one
that recognizes the positive value of Ming - Ching's academic thoughts. It recognizes
Ching's academic current, which encourages studying for practical purposes. In
addition, it is indicated that, "Ming-Ching Pragmatism" not only criticizes
"Song-Ming Rationalism" from the philosophical aspect, but it also controverts the
stereotyped expression that Ching schools have no critical views. Regarding the use
of the term "pragma-tism" ( § & ), I think it is a conceptual adjective, and it
should be used as a commonplace phrase ( i F? ) rather than a special term ( %
% ).When exclusively used to refer to one particular thing, pragma-tism will be
thought as an anti thesis to the tradition, denoting the replacement of old things. In
this way, controversial arguments would thus arise. And since the generality level of
pragmatism is too high, almost every academic school could always find its own
pragmatic aspect. As an academic category that is all-inclusive, "Pragmatism" would
nevertheless blur the distinctions among all individual academic schools. In this way,
no rigid and systematic logic scope or theoretic-cal framework could be established.
Therefore, I think it is inappro-priate for Ge Ronjin ( Eéﬂ‘*—%—“ ) to adopt the term,
pragmatism, to refer to "Ming-Ching Pragmatism" or "Chinese Pragmatism".
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