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The Mestizo Consciousness and Chicano Identity in Rudolfo Anaya’s Bless Me,
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Abstract

In 1848 the close of the Mexican-American war marked the end of colonial
venture of Anglo-Americans in the Southwestern region of the United States, but
the cultural invasion of Anglo-Americans turned Mexican-Spaniards, who were
once colonizers of the Indians, into culturally colonized people. For centuries the
hybrid features and unique consciousness of the mestizo, the blood and culture
mixture of the Spanish and Native-American, have been overlooked by the
dominant American national culture. This essay intends to demonstrate how
Chicano writer Rudolfo Anaya manages to seek a synthesis for hybrid cultures
and perspectives through affirming the values of indigenous myth and mysticism
in the New World of mestizo/as. It also strives to argue how indigenous
perspectives assist the Southwestern mestizo/as in asserting their identities while
encountering cultural and socio-economic changes in the process of historical
colonization.
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