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(Abstract)
Within 500 years, for whatever
physica or socio-political reasons,

Native Americans are compelled to give
up their lands, involuntarily migrating
from one place to another. Having been
marginalized (or expelled) from the
mainstream lega institutions, which
write and enact the legal rights of the
American citizens, Native Americans
have been deprived of not only legal
rights but land rights. For centuries,
Native Americans have made it the
ultimate goal of their tribes. to protest
against the injustice inflicted on them
and to fight back the legal rightsto lands
which they have possessed since "the
time immemoria." This battle for rights
and justice with the federal governments
of the United States started as early as
the establishment of the New Nation
after the American Revolution. In the
nineteenth century, Native Americans
were legally denied the sovereign rights
and status, because their occupancy of
the land was thought to be a block to the
Western expansion of the United States.
The emergence of "The Marshadl
Doctrine" gives the federal government
a legitimate status to wage a "just" war
against the indigenous people if the
|atter refuse to give up their property or
if they stand up to defend the land to be
expropriated by the government. The
Marshall Doctrine, which gives an
"absurd”" interpretation of the adopted

Discovery Doctrine to the advantage of
the white land owners, is criticized by
Native American scholars like Ward
Churchill as an example of the
"perversions of justice” And the
Discovery  Doctrine, which  was
formulated by the Pope Nicholas in
1492 to grant the rights of land only to
the "Christian® discovers, was aso
condemned by scholars like Steven
Newcomb to be the origin of injustice
that carried "the legacy of fifteenth
century religious prgudice” The
encroachment of Christianity certainly
shatters the traditional beliefs and social
structures of the Native Americans.
Since the 1830s, the United States
have enacted a series of land policies
under the name of constructing a
modernized New Nation. The drawing
of Indian Territory, the quest for
Manifest Destiny, the idea of Western
Expansionism, the passage and the
enactment of the Removal Act, the
Allotment Act, and the relocation policy
and so on al put the destiny of Native
Americans into tria. After American
Revolution, Native Americans faced not
only the so-called "perversion of justice"
but also the breach of treaty, which they
used to sign as an “independent"
sovereignty (or nation) with the
government on the basis of mutual trust
and friendship. The discourse of treaty,
as Allen Chadwick studies, has been
displayed in the historica novels of
Louise Erdrich and James Welch. The
search for justice aso manifested in



series of Native American novels since
the 1830s. This study thus intends to
analyze the historical novels by Louise
Erdrich (Tracks) and Scott McNickle
(The Surroundeqd) and the
autobiographical novel by Mourning
Dove (Cogewea) to explore the issues
concerning religion, land, policy, justice
and the law. The objective is to examine
the way in which Native American
writers deal with the legal and moral
problems created by the ideological and
legal oppressions of the institutions.
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