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Spatial Metaphors of Chinese Foot-action Verbs
Hsiang-yun Chiu®
Abstract

Metaphor is a basic cognitive device for our understanding of the world. As such,
physical experience is the prototype of concept cognition. People use their bodies as
reference basis and their physical experience as cognitive prototype to shape new
concepts with metaphors. Of all the body parts, feet enables the body movement which
leads to our understanding of the world, thus, performing a function not shared by other
body organs. The body experiences of foot action reflect on the outside world, hence
forming various spatial metaphors. The foot-action process includes the starting point, the
ending point, and the moving path. Therefore, in the multi-dimensional space, all the
experiences of foot-action lay the foundations of spatial metaphors. The implications of
foot-action verbs derive from the concept of foot movement in the space. This paper will
first identify the semantic features of the foot-action verbs and the features will be served
as the prototype of metaphors. Secondly, from different perspectives of moving directions
such as upward, downward, forward, backward, inward and outward, the study aims to
apply the theories of conceptual metaphor and synthesis of space to analyze the overall
effects of foot-action verbs on our mental space, to determine the foot-action metaphors in
Chinese, to examine their implied space image schemas and identify the general category
of spatial metaphors.

Keywords: cognition, spatial metaphor, foot-action, image schemas, semantic feature
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&8 rl%”m il JE?H,E:EE MACEHVBEYIRIE TSR EY) - SORFESHHIRES - " 1
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FELLME AR B B RG HH 3 B T4 A A ERER B B P AR A RR MR (&R A3 2001:9)
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ZREENpNTHEF A IF"ﬁ LRl @ Bl NPTk P L
Fao T E gl RS ERMA- BEIE = blde TRZE
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FAY - e B BN A 1A%, ~ AR - BEGRE - IR 422 R - B0y T B
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BE e, WEEEE T AEAER TR MK KTNSO ER T ek
W K T ZEMIER ) Bl o EZERIESARHY L N AT 1B - N ANERERREDIA
T e BB OB ] BV RSB EIEIRIE - B E T & e RS e I e Rl
PLR H A By 22 R B S = -
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B MIEENE - DLTREEH (E4mEER) " ~ 2 ()~ &~ 7 ~-
i BECE AR RS - R4S HUEREE IRV R SR E EE ) - DR
{16 e B BN F B I HRE IR © SLIRER AT e IR e BB (kB E
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PR Tk TR LUERE T FITEIRL T A B T BT B
FopE TR kB B A L B EHYERE BB BN EARE - A s R T R R e 5
BIfEE TR (Bt TR TR gt > ElREF R EREE R EME (-
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P Sl S VB BB AT DU 4 H 5 B+ LA SO i BB 2 A BT
T 22 PR RS - DR ASCEER 4RI S I T IIAS , GRS 2011) R9EEA
REIHT -

DA et 5P K2 B 3P E A 22 IR I o B D3 LI 4 A
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2001 : 24) - & E @A s sEEAREAD .

(1) RHNEO - BfE TE & 70 7 B S -

A=A R E
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(2) #EREO - GiE "#E BB %k FEHEE:S -

—(ELE = YRE el TN ) WS A - [mYMEEIRTE
Rt RE R - EREE T T I5EEiieE) > B TR MY - SEHARET o T
e EESE R R A IEm - 0 " RS TR T TR

R EESEF R AEE W T RER T BMETEE TR TRK

TR & EEE RS EE E N EhEE -

DA E & Ehdfas s i ay 37 fe 2E el i B 2 B =040 MR

Iié‘iﬁ‘ﬁz

—~ — 8
& 9E

— i — M

b m

(E=) esfEhfeEs i ZEEmE (Z) —ifk (Fd) B

Fran b e e frzefE R E R A asE R, & TR EE N WO
FasiE FUBH = MERVITAGZE M o BT ] U — 4 B Ay SR M iV 1 2= e e v
7\ o Je EREEA I R 22 T i R e AR Ehaa A 7 [ e 5 AL R MR T AR 2R e /]
LUEFILUe SEh (el 3 R JR AP e beiar R R B = HEM A T e AY

A -

234



AR VB R A 2 R
LIRS L) L A

Lakoff& Johnson (1980 ) & " ME-&f&047 | ¥ > Fauconnier (1997) #E—43%
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RILAE 2= M T b © 2= BRI IR T S B R 2 I B A A IR L REfE
SN LR ARG - BAENMHENEY) I — A G AR - N
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