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Enhancing L2 Vocabulary Acquisition through Web-based Activities: A Study of
English Silent Consonants
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Abstract

Previous studies have shown that L1 learners often misspelled words containing
word final silent -gh sequences (Bear, et al., 2000). Ehri & Wilce (1980) and Page
(1995) further showed that the acquisition of the correct spelling of words with an
initial silent letter depended primarily on visual memory and involve specific
orthographic knowledge. In an EFL learning environment, Chu (1997) found that a
group of junior high school students in Taiwan encountered difficulty in decoding
non-words containing silent consonants. Huang (1999) and Kuo (2001) further
found that in the pre-instructional phase of in-service/pre-service teachers' training
programs, the subjects participated in the studies had problems in recognizing
words containing silent consonants. The findings of L1 and L2 studies indicated
that both native speakers and EFL learners encountered similar difficulty in
pronouncing or spelling words containing silent letters. Thus, in this study the
unpronounced consonants patterns found in Taiwan's Nine-year curriculum word
list (MOE, 2000), the two CEEC SAET word lists (Jeng, 2001) frequently used in
the elementary and secondary school levels were first analyzed. Analysis on silent
consonant frequency showed that the kn-, and -ght patterns were most often found.
Based on these findings, in the second phase of this study effort has been made to
create a web-based learning environment specifically designed for predicting the
occurrence of silent consonants in a word. Results from questionnaires distributed
to 146 elementary/secondary school English teachers in Taiwan further revealed
that these subjects considered the constructed e-learning environment to be highly
beneficial in enhancing L2 vocabulary acquisition.
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