R b
34 Yl NSC101-2410-H018-024
=3 #p B 10108-10207

P AEFEY AT BITER R R e s B K AR
wHAEAY
Investigating Taiwanese Efl Writers$ Metacognitive Awareness, Metacognitive
Knowledge, and Metacognitive Strategies of Eap Writing
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Abstract
Due to the trend and demands of globalization, in Taiwan more and more
graduate students experience the needs of writing academic papers in English
given that they are required to publish in international journals as partial
requirement for graduation. However, it is by no means an easy task for them to
perform an EAP (English for Academic Purpose) writing task since they seldom
get the chances to receive English writing trainings at the tertiary education
system in Taiwan. To investigate their needs of performing an EAP writing task, a
handful of researchers adopt the method of questionnaires to collect the
quantitative data and find that language ability is the subjects’ major challenge
for performing an EAP writing task. In addition to needs analysis, in fact, most of
the EAP research in Taiwan focuses on genre analysis, analyzing both the
macrostructure, i.e. move analysis, and microstructure of the research articles
(RAs) of various disciplines. Thus, by means of retrospective interview and
thinking aloud, this study aims to investigate the Taiwanese EAP writers’
metacognitive awareness, knowledge, and strategies when writing RAS in
English. The purposes are to understand if the EAP writers are consciously aware
of the writing knowledge and strategies they possess for EAP writing tasks and
what metacognitive knowledge and strategies they are equipped with so as to
further explore their needs for EAP courses. This study plans to include a total of
15 subjects, i.e. five English-majored, five business-majored and five
engineering-majored. Each of them will be required to think aloud their cognitive
processes individually when performing the assigned EAP writing task. After the
session of thinking aloud, retrospective interviews will be conducted with each of
the subjects to collect their verbal data. Then the thinking aloud protocols and
interview transcriptions will be analyzed in accordance with the categories of
metacognitive awareness, knowledge and strategy, which are derived from the



research questions. This study is deemed significant given that needs analysis, as
well as genre analysis, is essential in designing and offering EAP courses for the
target learners. Thus, the findings of this current study can provide further
insights into the needs and difficulties of the Taiwanese EAP writers by
examining if they are aware of their own cognitive processes, and what
metacognitive knowledge and strategies they possess for the task of EAP writing
from the perspective of metacognition. Moreover, the results based on the
subjects’ retrospective interview and the thinking-aloud protocols should
complement the findings of the previous related studies that are mainly based
upon the quantitative data collected by questionnaires. Thus, this study should
provide further insightful suggestions for designing the EAP writing courses,
which are in increasing demand now, for the Taiwanese EFL learners.

Key words : EAP writing; EFL writer; Writing strategy; Writing knowledge;
Metacognitive awareness



