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The Information Distortion Problem in Op-Ed Translation:
The Principle of Proportionality and Its Applications

Ping-yen Lai*

Abstract

We selected six Op-Ed articles written by notable scholars from the Project
Syndicate website. These editorials were translated by professional translators from
Mainland China. After careful inspection, we chose a total of 24 controversial sentences
for our analysis. We examined the translation problems in these sentences and classified
these problems into six different categories.

According to the principle of proportionality, we suggest that, among other things,
inappropriate syntactic transformation, together with irrelevant interpretations should be
avoided as much as possible because it normally will create information distortion
without the associated benefit of uncovering the professional knowledge that is embedded
in the original text. In addition, priority should be given to the preservation of information
that is implied in the original text when it does not require a great deal of translation
editing. On the contrary, if the amount of editing involved is substantial in relation to the
embedded information, the original writing style should be kept intact as much as
possible.

Key words: Principle of Proportionality, Translation Strategy, Information Distortion

* Associate Professor, Greaduate Insitiute of Translation and Interpretation, National Changhua University
of Education.
Received December 31, 2012.

24



F= R By PR O

-~ ik

Project Syndicate fl.— [ﬁ[‘ﬂ FU}I@?FI Jgé?ﬁjf i?’;ﬁf g ﬂﬁ ARG SRR
oA PUREE P A R E#E‘ﬂﬁu%ﬁf WARIE & ;EE“"%Z HE ey
E[Jfléﬁﬁlj%‘ﬁ\[l;[% Talpel Tlmes Ff S {@EIJS anghal aily ~ fl1[s!} 1353
iﬂifrﬂﬁu Macau Business I'| = 7 hfoEE A | I}mi& |L$BW§Z§9?F:FJ *?%F%:?;f%{ 552 South
China Morning Post *ﬁ‘xjﬁe{E“l%ﬂ - TSt i’%riﬁ’“[ﬁ g;ﬁi J‘rﬁ&d/
Fioo fUERR S IER P OREED - SR AT :ﬁﬁﬁ# f,w JE&

T+ Project Syndicate EJE%"*EI%KJ/:HHMFZ pﬂﬁ 5 'Jf@ll[g, ,FJTE'H e R EFrE
STRVHIE o £ ZEIVE 1A A Fj P 2006 FHIY :f,jl— R 1§ JEI FlIgE
ﬂﬂj,ﬁ¢‘¢duuﬁmxgﬁﬁ %f{ﬁFinﬁ%ﬁgﬁui§W§ ,tI|ngLéﬁ@
(EESPURETR « T 25 [P Sy 0 [ FQT?IJFEI VEE Ep DRSS - - ’*iﬂ?’t
'3‘3151 Pl R HIRLE ;’*uﬁ%*iﬁ{ o Hygf f F’ 8 PI’OjeC'[ Syndicate F[JF‘FU Fiplr B
Fiﬁ?x flj@‘aﬁJP_i_F H@ﬁ FOE=f] o
~ Py _T.ﬁi/ 1 2* B3R A% Project Syndicate fOfgh L I :ﬁﬁfﬁf’ Fi ANrf
= I‘%E‘[:E;F %&FFJH‘IUE]& sl El’zjicpfl o iy @ 7Jip14\@ﬁ©§$
HAERE YFTI’F"TT““VEJ Fi o 7ok Ijﬁ;’#"g‘?ﬂ?& ﬂj“‘j A RREE e IS RY
TH LV S Jﬂ%[iﬁ”ﬁ? BRI PSP R HPENT A PR
%&Fﬁ”“ﬂ e A st ff IRk A LR S Fe i J%VTJQEPW?F” %J@F”T
B3k E%? ’ 'ﬂWEJ@‘L %f bSAf AT A %F‘ﬁaﬁ%ﬂ’ L“%T'EJJL RE 55 45
T;iﬂ » F - pUpr Jﬁ]‘ﬂ‘” o % 0 T rﬁ {73 oI T”FJ[H[ = IFﬁﬂjﬁ‘]‘FFuﬁl SnER
¢?1/7}7E$% F 7’i§“"“ N lJ@EE{(bottom up approach) o A b A fEHES
pl'flmﬁ i #Fﬁ VIR 'I JL”‘ 'T if el *Eﬁﬁ“""-’rﬁ%“ &= FLHI(Principle
of Translatlon) Eﬁif‘ﬁmplpir—’ﬂrﬁf f'—‘ij{'% J rir@lﬁ'ﬂm]“ JJT’?J/HI R AR Y
B /'fq_‘ﬁﬁ@&lk SRRRL o R H R PR T R R R Y
PUFAEL > Bl e %'EHE'HJ ELV§ RIVETpY s R ‘*I’ZEJ }%LE‘IJ(Prlnclple of

Proportionality) » [l £ F,EJ W [P e

F““I"ﬂ’FLE'U EUE FEEE o HAL P ERE TR R '/F'E EJF“WJ PR
5l .'—:rf[s, ATEEV R SRS S E ] A i L
?EVE‘HJ’ W m £ Fimﬂﬂﬁiﬁu p:ﬂ}m ET R ﬁy e PR R 35

SIS P T B o (AR R ] VFHEHT‘ R L

?;[aq FERL TV EIAY > WY SZEuEf] o ¢@+ﬁigugu¥ﬂ s 7 S RAUHE [EGE

J%ri’FLTI/d/J SN e (e (R e R C NG e M BT j‘%‘é—ﬁj&
S - BT B CA AT Y SR ”TJJ“?@ b

= g ﬁ“ﬁjﬁ%‘”%"w‘pﬁﬁ%ﬁ%’—Eiiﬁiwﬁﬁ%uﬁfﬁ’ﬂ?li Wk
L Fipvr fﬁf{ =HT ﬁ‘jji/['j'¢ & RS TR PR I © T FI PRI DY
l%usﬂ I R S - ST (AL B PO L R

¥

% P& http://www.project-syndicate.org/member-papers -
% P& http://www.project-syndicate.org/about-project-syndicate °
% Project Syndicate #73< % 7 ¥ > ;?df‘f I SR BE

25



THR

Y L W"J[”\JE i e bAIE o FHIFY AL GE ] 2006 £ UV H o 2 %‘i“y e
- (B EVETEAYE o IR E IR V2 B eEVE o B FEH Tl
R T ¢
I 25 IS ET  PURE s 5 504 ¢ ’ﬂ U= = 2T = RPE pu
Fio ’Jiﬁ"i@??jﬁ"w”?ﬁé Bl = =2 P“‘E‘U?E‘% = RPES P
iE"*@??ﬁ?fo’?ﬁé Fre F5 qr[ 78 = A RRE F]‘ ’lﬁﬂwﬂ URL T F I
LB = - 7 (Madonna and Chlld)lﬂmﬁl/%f[ ’ |‘Pii§t'~[$7[<—’?ff4\5’3?”¥?y Peter
Singer » ¥ ¥ 7le? b2 PoipE -

2.1, &Y ]%]mlﬂlﬁmlj{%ifjiﬁfﬁlFlfj 0

Bl ¢ That seems a wise decision.
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Bl : The prospects for the euro and the eurozone remain uncertain. But recent

events at the European Central Bank, in Germany, and in global financial
markets, make it worthwhile to consider a favorable scenario for the
common currency’s future.
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Bl : But, without further profound political and economic integration — which

may not end up including all current eurozone members — the euro may
not make it even to the end of this decade.
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Bl 1 His mfother tongue will be English; if he ever learns to speak his father’s
language, it will be as a foreigner.
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FLY 1 The difficulties of I|V|ng in such circumstances, however are surely less
daunting than the hazards David would have faced had he stayed in the
orphanage — assuming that he would have survived at all.
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B o1 felt | could tell a lot about someone’s personality by seeing a sampling of
their games, even those of an amateur.
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'FL¥ © Now everything changed like lightning.
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bigger driver in global wage patterns than trade.
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F’W 'ﬁlat framework is based on spending and demand
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Bl : Friedman added a theory of prices and inflation, based on the idea of the
natural rate of unemployment and the limits of government policy in

stabilizing the economy around its long-run growth trend — limits beyond
which intervention would trigger uncontrollable and destructive inflation.
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Bl Friedman, in a 30-year campaign starting with his and Anna J. Schwartz’s A

Monetary History of the United States, restored the balance.
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B : the private economy on its own might well be subject to unbearable instability
and that strategic, powerful, but limited economic intervention by the
government was necessary to maintain stability
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HIRL BRIy F IR T -
L eplsodes of important and significant market failure were the exception,
rather than the rule, and laissez-faire was a good first approximation.
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Bl © The kinds of people who staffed governments were the kinds of people who
liked ordering others around.
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Bl But Abe comes into office with a reputation as a stronger nationalist than his
predecessor, Junichiro Koizumi, whose insistence on visiting the
controversial Yasukuni Shrine (where Class A war criminals from World
War 11 are buried) helped sour relations with China.
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Bl : Containment was unfeasible, because, unlike the Soviet Union during the
Cold War, China’s neighbors did not see it as a clear and present danger.
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FL¥ : By simultaneously encouraging China’s entry into the World Trade
Organization and other institutions, we created incentives for good
behavior. So integration was hedged by realism in case things went wrong.
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Bl © Carnegie also advocated an inheritance tax as an incentive.
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Bl : Regardless of whether Gates lives up to his promise, are people like him the
exception that proves the rule?
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'FL¥ 1 But Carnegie’s argument never became received doctrine even in America,
because most people reject the view that rich business people are smarter
and morally superior. Certainly, Gates and Buffett claim nothing of the sort.
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B : Thus, they st|II face a trade-off between pushing unemployment too low, and
setting off an episode of inflation, and not pushing hard enough, resulting in
an unnecessary waste of economic resources.
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