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Abstract

Assumptions of making meaning from a visual text has been varied, with each of it
laying emphasis on different thoughts. These assumptions can be divided into two main
categories. First, meaning is constructed through viewing text itself, viewing author’s
intention, and viewing the reader, the so-called roles. Second, meaning is described
through the historical background of the viewing activities, i.e., we discuss the temporal
and spatial elements of the text, author, and reader. In addition to the above
macro-perspectives, this paper also attempts to discuss, from micro-perspectives, what
really happens and what aesthetic feeling has been experienced during the viewing
process. This paper first analyzes the differences of various reader’s-response theories,
then deconstructs reader as the primary character of readership through the characteristics
of viewing, and finally seeks to establish a more harmonious viewing structure through
the activities of viewing process. After the exploration, | discover that viewing of every
time produces different aesthetic activity and experience, but whatever category there is,
viewing seeks to interweave the viewer, qualities of the visual images, the emporal-spatial
background, life and mindset—called “the other”—during viewing. This paper broaches
three basic aspects of discussing viewing activities: Elements, roles, and modes. The
conclusion of this study is that all viewing must experience viewing activities which can
or cannot be categorized. In the viewing process, only through interweaving background
elements, viewing mindset and motives can one begin to understand art works and make
meaning from them.

Key words: aesthetic understanding, fuse, interactive reading, generic and non-paradigm
reading
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