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The purpose of the study is to investigate the effects of phonological
awareness training on phonological awareness and early Chinese reading
of young children who are deaf of hard of hearing in the two years. The
first year of the study aims to examine the effects of the phonological
awareness training by the quasi-experimental research using
pretest-posttest design with control group. Twenty subjects at about 5-6
years old are selected from four intact group classes of the early



intervention programs for young children who deaf and hard of hearing.
Two classes (10 subjects) will be assigned into the experimental group
receiving phonological awareness training program, while the remaining
two (10 subjects) will be assigned into the control group receiving the
conventional intervention curriculum without any phonological
awareness  training.Word  recognition and sentence reading
comprehension tasks will be wused to measure early reading
comprehension ability and the effectiveness of the experimental research.
The second year of this study aims to explore the maintenance effects of
the phonological awareness training on the phonological awareness and
reading abilities of young children who are deaf or hard of hearing. The
phonological awareness, Zu Yin Fu How recognition, word recognition,
and sentence reading comprehension tasks will be given 3 times after the
20 subjects (same as the study of the first year) enter the first grade of the
elementary school. The three testing periods will be held at their 11
weeks after the beginning of the first semester, the end of the first
semester, and the middle of the second semester of the first school year.
The t statistics will be used to compare the performance between the two
groups (the experimental and control groups at the first year) regarding
their posttests on phonological awareness and reading abilities. Partial
correlation will be adopted to examine the correlations between
phonological awareness and reading tasks at the follow-up periods.
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